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Newsletter – June 2016
Welcome
In this fourth newsletter from the Child Death Overview Panel (CDOP) we feature information about both
our work and related initiatives to share and promote learning arising from the review of deaths of
children. On the second page you’ll find some information on sepsis that you may wish to print and
display.

Changes to the local CDOP arrangements
The Independent Chairs of the Local Safeguarding Children Boards for Hounslow, Kingston and
Richmond have decided to cease the joint operation of the CDOP across the three boroughs to improve
the efficiency and focus of each panel. Hounslow will operate independently, and Kingston and
Richmond will continue to share a panel. It is anticipated that the panels will continue to share and
cooperate in terms of best practice and issues that affect both areas such as shared service providers
From 1st April 2016 the following contact details for each panel will apply:
Kingston and Richmond - Sarah Bennett, 020 8831 6257, sarah.bennett@richmond.gcsx.gov.uk
Hounslow - Joanna Leader, 020 8583 3068, joanna.leader@hounslow.gcsx.gov.uk

Local
learning
in focus:
General Practice
Hounslow
Safeguarding
Children Board
Recent child death reviews have highlighted the following to be important for all GPs both in routine
surgery appointments and in the context of any work undertaken in urgent care centres and/or out of
hours clinics:
 Importance of undertaking a full set of clinical observations including heart rate and saturations (and
repeat observations prior to discharge, where indicated)
 The need for a thorough history
 Use of traffic light scoring in the febrile child
 Explicit safety-netting and checking that this has been understood by parents/carers (taking into
account any issues such as language or cultural background which might impair a family’s
understanding or ability to access emergency services)
 Green vomit is a red flag symptom and babies or children with this symptom should be referred for
surgical review
The following resources may be helpful to GPs and other primary healthcare professionals:
https://www.spottingthesickchild.com/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg160
http://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/mod/page/view.php?id=3927
https://www.meningitisnow.org/
http://www.headsmart.org.uk/

National learning in focus: Sepsis
Sepsis leads to shock, multiple organ failure and death especially if not recognised and treated
promptly. The Sepsis Trust has published the below card for parents to explain sepsis and alert them to
possible symptoms.
The Sepsis Trust website features a range of resources including online training and toolkits for different
clinical settings – please visit http://sepsistrust.org/

